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Disclaimer

These guidelines are intended as a comprehensive source for achieving
accessibility and inclusion in higher education institutions/universities.
For specific interventions, other accessibility guidelines and standards
issued by the government of India shall also be applicable.
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MESSAGE

I am glad to inform you that UGC is bringing out its Comprehensive Accessibility Guidelines and
Standards for Higher Education Institutions and Universities. These guidelines will play very significant
role in making our HEIs accessible and shall be accordingly adhered to by the HEls. The NEP 2020 has
also an envisioned the provisions for extensive use for technology in teaching and leaming, removing
language barriers, increasing access for Divyang students, and educational planning and management
including full equity and inclusion as the comerstone of all educational decisions to ensure that all students
are able to thrive in the system of modern education.

The Government of India launched the Accessible India Campaign (Sugamva Bhavar Abhivar) in
2015 to facilitate barrier-free urban development for persons with disabilities in three broad domains i.e.,
Built Environment, Information Technology, and Transportation. The Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment (Govt. of India) remains
the nodal agency for successful implementation of the Campaign. It has been a nationwide flagship
campalgn to achieve universal access and development for persons with disabilities.

Inclusive practices in education ensure quality education without discrimination to any learner. It
[ulfils diverse needs in a responsive and supportive manner. Higher education institutions (HEIs) need to
create a common learning platform that is flexible and accessible for all the students to learn together
including those from varied backgrounds and diverse abilities. Such an inclusive environment will not only
be beneficial for the leammers but will also form a strong foundation for social inclusion and accessible
environments as a whole. Thus, it should result in removing barriers by bringing necessary changes in
infrastructure, curriculum, teaching-learning process, and all such components for equal and quality
participation in both academic and social aspects of campus life.

_ University Grants Commission (UGC) aims at improving the participation and leaming experiences
of persons with disabilities in HEIs. UGC has made several provisions in Higher Education for persons
with disabilities including those with Special Needs. This promotes greater accessibilities and a barrier-
free environment in HEIs and universities. From time to time, UGC has always been committed to facilitate
inclusive practices in all HEIs for the equal participation and academic achievement of persons with
disabilities.

The aim of education is to create a learning platform for students from different backgrounds. The
world is changing at a very fast pace. Diverse opportunities and innumerable changes and main
responsibility of Higher Education System is to shape individuals who perform for common welfare.

{(Prof. 3 Jagadesh Kumar)
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Cover Design Concept

The cover conceptualises the theme of
simplicity, clarity and inclusivity in higher
education institutions/universities.

The eight icons in the front and back
cover represents the idea of diverse
disabilities and human diversities as a
key drivers to inclusion on educational
campuses.

The open book at the rear side reflects an
idea of openness as an approach to
embrace accessibility and inclusion in the
institutions/universities as represented
through a connecting built form.

The pastel red shade of the background
embeds the philosophy of warmth and
groundedness as the base to support
inclusivity.
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